Preliminary Amendment filed April 21, 2004 with new app. 
Attorney Docket No.: FNL0303US 
First Named Inventor: Buijsse Bart 

Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 
Listing of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A particle-optical apparatus provided with a focusing device 
(44)-having an optical axis fK))~for the purpose of focusing a beam (4-)-of electrically charged 
particles upon a focus position-{9), which focusing device (44-)-comprises: 

- a magnetic lens for producing a focusing magnetic field (24>with the aid of magnetic 
pole pieces-(4r§); 

- an electrostatic lens for producing a focusing electric field-(20), in which the beam £4-) 
undergoes an energy change, 

whereby the focusing electric field (2©}-is placed upstream with respect to a region (35) 
situated between the focusing magnetic lens (34^-and the focus position (9), 
characterized in that 

- the magnetic lens is provided with permanent-magnetic material (&Kor generating 
the focusing magnetic field (2+)-required for the lens action, and; 

- said energy change has the form of an energy increase. 

2. (Currently Amended) A particle-optical apparatus according to claim 1, wh e r e by in 
which there is a region present around the optical axis (4£)-in which region both the focusing 
magnetic field (34f and the focusing electric field (50fare present. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A particle-optical apparatus according to one of th e preceding 
claims claim K wh e reby th e in which the pole pieces of the magnetic lens include a sample-side 
pole piece (5) of th e magn e tic l e ns that is made of electrically conductive material, and functions 
additionally as an electrode of the electrostatic lens. 

4. (Currently Amended) A particle-optical apparatus according to on e of th e preceding 
claims claim 1 , provid e d with further comprising an adiustor adjustm e nt m e ans for rendering 
adjustable the focus position (9)-that is to be held constant by the apparatus during imaging. 

5. (New) A particle-optical apparatus according to claim 2 5 in which the pole pieces of 
the magnetic lens include a sample-side pole piece that is made of electrically conductive 
material, and functions additionally as an electrode of the electrostatic lens. 

6. (New) A particle-optical apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising with an 
adjustor for rendering adjustable the focus position that is to be held constant by the apparatus 
during imaging. 

7. (New ) A particle-optical apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising an 
adjustor for rendering adjustable the focus position that is to be held constant by the apparatus 
during imaging. 
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